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two thousand years before " formed the origins of the
Orail Cult and of the Arthurian Saga. In order to
connect the myths of these Mediterranean islandsand
the mythico-heroic legend of Arthur, Mr. Loomis is
-driven to make a greats assumption. " The tradition
must have been guarded from the beginning to almost
the end by a priestly caste, who made it their pride
to convey from generation, with due allowance for
embroidery and harmonizing, the essential form of
their sacred heritage'* (p. 354). But is there the
slightest historical vestige of the existence of any such
priestly caste in Western Europe in history ? Is
there not, on the other hand, a complete certainty of
the prevalence of Mithraic mysteries and exponents
in these regions for centuries ? Xor can we keep out
the influence 01 Maniohreism, which prevailed in parts
of Europe for centuries and which bore great analo-
gies and resemblances to Mithraism.
MITHRA AXD MEELIN
On the other hand, in that work of Mr* Loornis,
there is ample material for writing a thesis on the
connection between the Arthurian romance, the Grail
Cult and Mithraism. To begin with, it shows the
influence of Mithraism upon that portion of the Celtic
pantheon which comes to the fore in the Arthurian
romance. Thus Merlin is a sun-god " who knows all,
does all and sees all" (Loomis, op. cit. pp. 136 and
239)* This shows that Merlin was, like Mithra, the god
-with ce a thousand ears and ten thousand eyes " (cf.
the Mihir Yasht). Merlin again is " the Giant Herds-